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What We Do, and Why
● Working toward removing Kellogg Dam, a now165,000 people live in the North Clackamas
functionless barrier to salmon and steelhead from
watersheds between the mouths of Johnson Creek in
before the Civil War
Milwaukie and of the Clackamas River in Gladstone.
● Using cutting-edge watershed science to identify
The Kellogg, Mt. Scott, Rinearson, River Forest, and
and prioritize projects and keep track of changing
Boardman Creek watersheds, and the east bank of the
ecological conditions
Willamette River, have the same population as Eugene,
● Working with local governments to adopt
the fourth largest city in Oregon.
watershed-friendly policies
People, like salmon, river otters, beavers,
● Engaging people in stewardship of healthy
hummingbirds, and kingﬁshers, need clean water,
watersheds through volunteer events, workshops,
healthy natural areas, and rivers that function like
and more
rivers should: meandering through natural ﬂoodplains
and wetlands with lots of different kinds of habitat. In
the era of Covid-19, when we’re all seeking nature
closer to home, our mission of restoring healthy
watersheds for ﬁsh, wildlife, and people has never
been more critical.
The North Clackamas Watersheds Council does this
in ﬁve major ways:
● Planting trees with willing landowners in the
Streamside Stewards program
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Highlights from 2019-2020
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We have a lot to be proud of:
● Planted 4,777 trees on 163 Sites
● Raised funds and convened partners for the next
phase of Kellogg Dam removal planning and design
● Completed our BioAssessment, the ﬁrst phase of our
Watershed Action Plan
(To read the Bio-Assessment Report, go to
https://ncurbanwatershed.wordpress.com/watersheds/
and click on the Report download button.
● Worked with Northwest Housing Alternatives to
restore Olson Wetlands in Gladstone, a critical
natural area which provides outdoor access for
nearby low income residents
● Replanted the headwaters of Mt. Scott Creek in
Happy Valley
● Used aerial imagery to monitor growth of shade on
creeks
● Helped the City of Milwaukie adopt a cutting-edge
Comprehensive Plan that will help protect part of our
watersheds for years to come
● Built our ﬁnancial reserve
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2019-2020 Revenues & Expenditures

Two big changes came to our watersheds this spring.

20%

18%
8%
4%

70%

Revenues

Local & State Jurisdictions:
Foundations:
Program Service Revenues:
Individuals:
Other:
Total Revenues:

$146,557 - 70%
$ 37,640 - 18%
$ 17,066 8%
$ 7,443 4%
$
37 - <1%
$208,743 - 100%

Disruption and Disparities

69%

11%

Expenditures

Programs:
Management & Administration:
Fundraising:
Total Expenditures:

$ 111,500 $ 32,380 $ 17,909 $161,789 -

69%
20%
11%
100%

The ﬁrst was Coronavirus, which forced us to change
how we operate. We had to reduce the size of
restoration crews, cancel volunteer events, and shift to
online gatherings. It also created a challenging funding
environment, as many funders and partners were
forced to scale back. At the same time, it drew
attention to how important natural areas close to home
are to all of us.
The second was growing awareness of longstanding
racial inequities. Healthy natural areas haven’t been
equally distributed: people of color have historically
lived in areas with fewer trees, fewer parks and natural
areas, and more pollution. Even our own programming
echoes this disparity: our tree planting projects, which
have focused on streamside trees for ecological
reasons, haven’t beneﬁtted low-income residents
enough. We also recognize that our watersheds are
the original homeland of the Clackamas People, from
whom it was taken in the 1800s. In the coming year,
the Council will be grappling with how we can both
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serve those watershed residents who have been
excluded from the beneﬁts of a healthy environment,
and how our organization can engage with the full
range of our watersheds’ growing diversity. This is a
long journey, and an important one. (To read our full
statement, click the statement download button at
https://ncurbanwatershed.wordpress.com/.)

Coming in 2020-2021
● The next step toward a free-ﬂowing Kellogg
Creek: designing what the restored river channel
will look like
● Completing our 10-year Watershed Action Plan
● Helping residents learn to be good stewards
of our watersheds, whether in-person or online
● Expanding the Streamside Stewards program
along Mt. Scott Creek
● Developing our equity strategy
● Working with local government to help them enact
cutting-edge watersheds protections
● Maintaining a ﬁscally-sound Council
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How You Can Help
Restoring watersheds during a pandemic and an economic slowdown will take effort from all of us. We need
your help in four speciﬁc ways:
1. Lend Us Your Voice: We’ll need your
voices to join ours in advocating for funding
to remove Kellogg Dam and prioritize healthy
watersheds amongst many competing
issues. Email is our best way of letting you
know about such opportunities: please go to
https://ncurbanwatershed.wordpress.com/co
ntact/, and click on “Get Email Alerts” at the
bottom of the page, to get on our email list.
(We never sell our email list.)
2. Contribute Financially: Planting trees
and restoring watersheds takes money, and
many funding sources have cut back during
the pandemic. Please make a one-time or
recurring contribution by going to
https://ncurbanwatershed.wordpress.com/do
nate/ and clicking on the yellow “donate”
button.

3. Lend Us Your Talents: The Council
always needs volunteer help. It could be
planting trees, graphic design, community
outreach, or more. If you’ve got a skill or
talent you’d like to offer, read more about
opportunities and how to contact us here:
https://ncurbanwatershed.wordpress.com/eve
4. Improve the Habitat in Your Own
Yard: Planting more native plants will
support pollinator and bird populations. And
routing your downspouts into a small rain
garden is also a great step. There are lots
of great resources around to help you get
started. Visit ncwatersheds.org or
https://conservationdistrict.org/resources/yard
for information on things you can do.
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Supporters
Government
City of Milwaukie
Clackamas Soil & Water Conservation District
Clackamas Water Environment Services
North Clackamas Parks & Recreation District
Oak Lodge Water Services
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board
Foundations
Bonneville Environmental Foundation
Johnny Leuthold Charitable Trust
Gray Family Foundation
One Tree Planted
PGE Samon Habitat Support Fund
William & Irene Finley Charitable Fund
Businesses
Bjorklund Business Relations
Dave’s Killer Bread
Happy Valley Heights
Homeowners’ Association
Leatherman Tool Group
MacFarlane’s Bark
Patagonia & Patagonia Action Works
Tech Soup

Partners
Altap Restoration
Alexis Barton
Cascade Environmental Group
Celebrate Milwauke
City of Gladstone
City of Happy Valley
Clackamas Community College
Clackamas Partnership
Clackamas River Basin Council
Clackamas River Water Providers
Depave
Friends of Trees
GeoEngineers
Greater Oregon City Watershed Council
Institute for Natural Resources
Inter-Fluve, Inc.
Johnson Creek Watershed Council
Lake Road Neighborhood Association
Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership
Metro
Milwaukie High School
Milwaukie Presbyterian Church
Mosaic Ecology
Network of Oregon Watershed Councils

Partners, continued
NOAA Fisheries
Northwest Housing Alternatives
OnPoint Community Credit Union
Oregon Dept. of Environmental Quality
Oregon Dept. of Fish & Wildlife
Oregon Dept. of Transportation
Portland Community College
Portland State University Dept. of
Environmental Sciences & Resources
SOLVE
Tryon Creek Watershed Council
Urban Greenspaces Institute
Warn Industries
Willamette Partnership
The Wetlands Conservancy

NORTH
CLACKAMAS
WATERSHEDS
COUNCIL
503-550-9282

2416 SE Lake Rd. Milwaukie, OR 97222

Content: Executive Director Neil Schulman
Layout & Design: Karen Bjorklund
Wood Duck & Hummingbird Photos: Steve Berliner
Other photos: NCWC Staff

neil@ncwatersheds.org

northclackamaswatersheds.org

Board of Directors
Joseph Edge, Chair
Mark Fitzsimons, Vice Chair
Cecilia Seiter, Treasurer
Mona Thomason, Secretary
Lisa Batey, City of Milwaukie
Steve Berliner
Bob Bohannon
Lara Christensen, Oak Lodge Water Services
Dale Guenther

Rob Livingston, Clackamas Water
Environment Services
Chris Randall, City of Happy Valley
Chris Runyard
Dick Shook
Randi Thomas
Tonia Williamson, North Clackamas
Parks & Recreation District

